Amateur Radio Association @ UMD

(Documented 4 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.)

Minutes – October 13, 2005
I – Equipment Inspection (limited in scope)

A. Antenna Rotation Check

1. HF beam – not rotating well; in need of more attention.

2. Satellite beam – passed rotation test

B. Steps to update the repeater – in progress

1. Resource (knowledgeable person) found

a. President (Michael) needs to make decision

C. Discovered broken equipment

1. Old computer – in the backroom/workroom

II – What to feature in the budget

A. For general club usage

1. Basic printer 

a. Estimated cost: $200-300

2. Handheld transceiver (HT)

a. Estimated cost: $200-250

3. Nimh charger – rechargeable battery

a. Estimated cost: $30

III – Clean Shack

A. Removed filth and pollen from desks, computers, etc…

1. Products used: Mr. Clean, Clorox & paper towels

B. Five minute break to wash hands. 

IV – Saturday Cram Session

A. ***Thursday, November 10, 2005 ***

1. Cram session for individuals interested in getting a technicians license. 

a. Location: 3111B South Campus Dining Hall

b. Time: 4 - 7:30 p.m.

2. Studying will continue the day after (Friday, November 11th)

a. Need to determine exact time

b. Need to decide who will head the review

B. November 12th (2nd Saturday of November) – take people to Laurel test site

1. Tests will be free

C. Vice president (Dru) will confirm who is interested in getting licensed within the next week. 

V – Future Goals

A. Labeling process (activity for next meeting)

1. Distinguish what the club owns from what outsiders own. 

a. Make sure president is in attendance.

2. Record findings in a notebook

a. Responsibility of president-elect (Travers)

B. Decide more about what to feature in upcoming budget. 

C. Do a simple project

1. Ground plane

2. Open tracker – have radio transmit position – uses GIS

D. Modified Flyer(s) – Use to promote meeting two weeks from now

1. Have flyer(s) ready by Sunday night (October 23, 2005) and e-mail to active members.

a. Active members will then print a certain number and post them appropriately around campus. 

E. Confirm how much budget items will cost and where they can be purchased.

VI – Weekly Repeater

A. Approved president elect’s script for airplay. 

B. Officially started at 7 p.m. and ended 12 minutes later

1. Had one person check in for the night.

2. Brought up idea of changing “tower of power” to advertisement for the weekly repeater. 

VII – EchoLink

A. Long-term project for the benefit of (out-of-college) general amateur radio users.

B. Requires a more modern computer than what we have in the shack. 

C. Began research

1. Webpage visited: http://www.echolink.org/
VIII – Next Meeting

A. Won’t be held next Thursday because president and vice president won’t be in attendance.

B. Next meeting will be in two weeks (October 27th).

